
Engaging 
Students with 
Diverse Books



Welcome!
Mrs. Christine Hurley
Library Media Specialist / Tech Coordinator
Lead Secondary Librarian for WCPS
Boonsboro Middle School

Email me at 
hurlechr@wcps.k12.md.us 
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mailto:hurlechr@wcps.k12.md.us


Reminder!
✦ This session will be recorded.  If 

you do not wish to appear on 
screen, you may turn off your 
camera and/or mute yourself. 

✦ Please fill out the session 
evaluation after we finish today!
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Presentation Agenda
✦ Why diverse books?
✦ Book Exploration

✧ Middle Grade and YA!
✦ Additional Resources
✦ Professional Reading
✦ Glossary of Terms
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Why 
diverse 
books?



 ““Books are sometimes windows, offering views of 
worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or 
strange. These windows are also sliding glass doors, 
and readers have only to walk through in 
imagination to become part of whatever world has 
been created and recreated by the author. When 
lighting conditions are just right, however, a 
window can also be a mirror. 
Literature transforms human experience and 
reflects it back to us, and in that reflection we can 
see our own lives and experiences as part of the 
larger human experience. Reading, then, becomes a 
means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek 
their mirrors in books. 

- `̀̀ -   Rudine Sims Bishop 
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Consider this:
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Infographic sourced from:

Cooperative Children's 
Book Center

Original article from 
School Library Journal

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=an-updated-look-at-diversity-in-childrens-books
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=an-updated-look-at-diversity-in-childrens-books


And also this:
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Total enrollment in public 
elementary and secondary 
schools increased from 47.2 
million students to 50.7 
million students between fall 
2000 and fall 2017, and is 
projected to continue 
increasing to 51.1 million 
students in fall 2029 (the last 
year for which projected data 
are available). In addition, 
racial/ethnic distributions of 
public school students across 
the country have shifted.

 From the National Center of 
Education Statistics

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cge.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cge.asp


BUT 
WAIT!



Diversity isn’t just about race or ethnicity!
✦ Culture
✦ Religion
✦ Age
✦ LGBTQ+
✦ Socio-Economic
✦ Citizenship
✦ Disability / Neurodiversity
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 “The absence of a voice is a 
judgement against it.

- Colby Sharp and Donalyn Miller, Game Changer!

11



Books!



BUT FIRST! You NEED TeachingBooks.Net
Sign up with your 
WCPS email account!

Should not require 
authentication if you 
are at school.

Fantastic resource 
with author read 
alouds, book trailers, 
searchable lists, 
activities, and more!
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https://www.teachingbooks.net/


Race/Ethnicity - Middle Grade
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Race/Ethnicity - Young Adult
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Culture - Middle Grade
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Culture - Young Adult
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Religion - Middle Grade
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Religion - Young Adult
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Age - Middle Grade
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Age - Young Adult
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LGBTQ+ - Middle Grade
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LGBTQ+ - Young Adult 
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Socio-Economic - Middle Grade
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Socio-Economic - Young Adult
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Citizenship - Middle Grade
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Citizenship - Young Adult
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Disability/Neurodiversity - Middle Grade
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Disability/Neurodiversity - Young Adult
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Additional 
Resources



Flipster
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How to Login Video

Flipster Professional Library Login:  

Use the Flipster app for mobile devices, or use this website for online 
access:

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&custid=ns264328
&profile=eon&groupid=main

Username: wcps
Password:  wctys@21

https://youtu.be/Ykcj5_4toeE
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&custid=ns264328&profile=eon&groupid=main
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&custid=ns264328&profile=eon&groupid=main


Washington County Free Library
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https://maryland.overdrive.com/How to Login with a RAIL card.

https://youtu.be/epJ46S0xUbA


ProjectLIT
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https://www.facebook.com/projectlitcommunity/


Twitter Hashtags
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#OwnVoices

#WeNeedDiverseBooks

#kidlit

#yalit

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ownvoices&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23WeNeedDiverseBooks&src=typeahead_click
https://twitter.com/search?q=kidlit&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23yalit&src=typed_query


Additional Web Resources
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● Colby Sharp's Website
● Nerdy Book Club
● A Mighty Girl
● Socialjusticebooks.org
● We Need Diverse Books
● Filipino Book Collection
● 50 Multicultural Books Every Child Should Know
● Secondary Indigenious Peoples Books
● The 2020 Diverse Books from Here Wee Read

https://www.mrcolbysharp.com/
https://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.amightygirl.com/books
https://socialjusticebooks.org/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/pro/Game-Changer/GCDownloadables/Filipino_Book_Collection.pdf
https://ccbc.education.wisc.edu/books/detailListBooks.asp?idBookLists=42
https://teachnouvelle.com/indigenous-literature-for-secondary-ela/
http://hereweeread.com/2019/11/the-2020-ultimate-list-of-diverse-childrens-books.html


Professional 
Reading



Check out these eye-opening reads!
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Glossary 
of
Terms



Inequality vs. Equality vs. Equity vs. Justice
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Image Credits:  Tony Ruth
Image 

https://designintech.report/2019/03/11/%F0%9F%93%B1design-in-tech-report-2019-section-6-addressing-imbalance/


LGBTQ+ Terms
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-ABCs-of-LGBTQ-4402253?st=bea09e6e7e594a8901f8b2840b6da321


Neurodiversity
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“A concept where neurological differences are to be 
recognized and respected as any other human variation. 
These differences can include those labeled with 
Dyspraxia, Dyslexia, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder, Dyscalculia, Autistic Spectrum, Tourette 
Syndrome, and others."

National Symposium on Neurodiversity (2011)



Q & A



Mrs. Christine Hurley
Boonsboro Middle School
1 J-H Wade Drive
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
301.766.8038

hurlechr@wcps.k12.md.us

Twitter:  @MrsCHurley

mailto:hurlechr@wcps.k12.md.us
https://twitter.com/MrsCHurley

